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A Crowning Achievement: GossMichael Foundation makes its
mark with Paula Crown
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Detail from a hologram piece titled Illusion Box, an inkjet print on tempered glass, at the exhibition PAULA
CROWN: BEARINGS DOWN at the Goss Michael Foundation. Photographed on April 4, 2016 at the Goss
Michael Foundation in Dallas, Texas. (Nan Coulter / Special Contributor)
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There is a very impressive chunk of Paula Crown’s résumé that doesn’t exactly
stand up and shout: “This is a highly acclaimed visual artist.” And yet, she is.
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Consider the particulars. Crown has served as vice president of real estate finance
at Salomon Brothers in New York and as principal of a family-owned investment
firm in Chicago, where she still makes her home.
That was then, this is now. More than a decade ago, Crown, now 57, realized she
longed for something more. So, she channeled her energies — her passion, if you
will — into making art on a full-time basis.
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Her newest exhibition, “Paula Crown: Bearings Down,” opened Thursday and
runs through May 19 at the Goss-Michael Foundation, which will showcase
Crown’s work at its MTV Re:Define fundraising gala Friday night at the Dallas
Contemporary.
“I think it goes back to realizing that I’ve been a maker since I was 4 or 5 years
old,” Crown says by phone from her second home in Aspen, Colo. “I was always
fascinated by the question: What did you do before you knew anyone was
looking?
“Whenever anyone says to me, ‘I don’t know what my passion is,’ I say, ‘What did
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you do when you were a little kid? Did you love cars? Did you love planting
things? Did you love doing puzzles?’ Go back to that time and think about what
you loved.”
That is precisely what Crown did. She graduated magna cum laude from Duke
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University with a degree in management science, but her academic portfolio took
on an entirely different luster in 2012, when she received a master of fine arts
degree in painting and drawing from the elite School of the Art Institute of
Chicago.
En route to making her dramatic change, Crown queried her parents on what she
was like as a child.
“They said, ‘You were drawing on the wallpaper, you were connecting the dots on
the ceiling in the car, you were sticking things together. You were going in the
garage and remaking the paper that was in there.’ That’s the part where they felt
the house was going to be safer if I learned to paint on canvas.”
These days, Crown calls it “tricky” to stick her with a label. She eludes description
as a painter, a sculptor, a printmaker or a mixture of all three. Tricky, she says,
“because it’s confusing to people. I tell people it’s really about the drawing, the
mark, the mark-making … Everyone can make a mark.”
Crown’s mark-making achievement is demonstrated boldly in her Dallas show,
whose more flamboyant elements include a sweeping, three-channel immersive
video installation and a hologram piece titled
Illusion Box
, an inkjet print with gelatin on tempered glass.
Kenny Goss, co-founder of the Goss-Michael Foundation, calls Crown’s exhibition
“a striking visual experience. Impressive in scale, the individual works are slick
and beautifully made, but behind the gloss lies a thoughtful commentary about
how we find our way. It’s immersive and contemplative at the same time.”
And when it comes to mark-making, the cornerstone of Crown’s work, she walks
the walk. She made her mark in the world of business and high finance and is now
making a mark in the art world. But in her case, it also extends to the citizen she
chooses to be.
As her website puts it: “Crown’s portfolio over the last four decades has been
defined by direct engagement in the arts and relentless advocacy for initiatives in
education, children’s health, clean energy, and environmentally sustainable
business practices.”
Paula Crown- TRANSPOSITION: Over Many Miles
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Even the White House has taken notice. Crown serves as a member of President
Barack Obama’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, which will soon travel to
Cuba, where Crown has never been but can’t wait to go. The trip seeks to embrace
the shared experience of art and film and music.
Crown grew up in Marblehead, Mass., where artistic talent often manifested itself
in painting “lighthouses and sailboats. But from a young age, that was not
necessarily my point of view. I continued to exert my own visual inclination
whenever I could, any way I could.
“Even in the financial world, I ended up in an area where I was always looking at
plans, analyzing space … I look at things in dimensions. That was a natural skill
for me. Even though I have a very linear side to my brain, I also have a very
painterly side. As I got older, I figured out how the two could actually work
together quite well.”
For an artist who revels in “the moment,” there was for Crown her own singular
moment: “You wake up one day when you’re listening to your instincts and your
gut and your brain, and that’s when I knew: I have to be making more of my life.
That was precisely the moment when I chose what to do with the rest of my life.”
She loves the studio, where “failure is a
given,” where serendipity is simply part of
the process. There, she has the freedom to
dare herself “to make a bad object and see
where it leads. It’s enabled me to pursue a
freer, cultural way of life whereas in
finance or business, there definitely isn’t
that sort of mode.”
She and her husband share four children,
ranging in age between 14 and 27. And so, she speaks from experience when she
says “it’s a challenge to get them off social media, to get them to pause.”
If anything, she says, that alone could be the artist’s mission in life — to get
people to pause: “Look at that cloud formation, look at the water puddle, the
fractal formation in the pine cone, look at how the micro and macro connect.”
Once she’s drawing, “I pay attention much more closely. If I am drawing someone
when they’re speaking, I am immersing myself in their total being. I am looking at
how their forehead moves, at their smile, the crinkling of their eyes, their body
posture … I am so totally in the moment. When you’re in the moment, you notice
things.”
She welcomes the challenge of working with naysayers who say they can’t make a
mark, to which she replies, “Everyone can make a mark.” She knows whereof she
speaks, because that’s precisely what she did, in two different worlds.
As she says, “It all starts … with the
mark.”
Twitter: @mgranberry
Plan your life
“Paula Crown: Bearings Down” runs
through May 19 at the Goss-Michael
Foundation, 1405 Turtle Creek Blvd.,
Dallas. Free. 214-696-0555, g-mf.org.
MTV Re:Define begins at 7 p.m. Friday at the Dallas Contemporary, 161 Glass St.
Tickets begin at $1,000. Proceeds benefit the MTV Staying Alive Foundation and
the Dallas Contemporary. Singer-songwriter Leona Lewis is performing. For
details, go to mtvredefine.com.
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Michael Granberry, Arts Writer. Michael Granberry was born and grew up in Dallas.
He graduated from Samuell High School in Pleasant Grove in 1970 and from
Southern Methodist University in 1974. Between his junior and senior years, he
interned at The Washington Post during "the Watergate summer" of 1973. He spent
19 years at the Los Angeles Times before returning to Dallas.
mgranberry@dallasnews.com
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